As this is my last newsletter, I wanted to take this opportunity to say it's
been a pleasure meeting and working with you all over the past year and
I wish you all the best for your artistic endeavours in the future. Hayley.
Thank you, Hayley, for your time with us looking after admin, fundraising
and last, but not least, project managing. I am very much looking forward
to the “Travels” project with such a variety of brilliant artists leading the
workshops – I don’t know how you managed it!
We will miss your regular, very positive presence at Café Lua, but hope
you will still be part of LinkUpArts and wish you every success with your
next endeavour.
Gini

www.linkuparts.org.uk
facebook.com/LinkUpArts
@LUArtists
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Artwork in this issue:
Cover by Gini – Collage of story/travel images previously used by the
artist, or featuring in the LinkUpArts Newsletter.
Jamie Beddard playing a leading role in National Theatre’s 2016
production of The Threepenny Opera.
Jamie Beddard
Beddard (centre) will star in the Messiah at Bristol Old Vic
Helen Keller
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Travels
Come and join us for Travels – a new Storytelling project with LinkUpArts
Dates:
6th May Art of Storytelling with Sophie Partridge
13th May Creative Writing with Allan Sutherland
24th June Poetry with Colin Hambrook
1st July Publishing
8th July Scriptwriting with Angie Street
15th July Devising with Jamie Beddard
22nd July Dance/Movement with Michele O’Brien
5th August Performance with Tam Gilbert
Time: 10.30-3.30
Venue: Salisbury Arts Centre, Bedwin Street SP1 3UT
Cost: FREE – Places are limited. Please book.
AGE: 16+
Ever wanted to tell your story, but not quite sure how? Do you have an
idea that you think could make an interesting tale, but you’re uncertain as
to what format it should take? If the answer is yes, or even maybe, then
why not join us for Travels?
Working with professional artists, our group will explore and develop
essential communication skills through learning different ways of telling
and producing stories. The programme will consist of 8 workshops
covering different elements of storytelling including: The Art of
Storytelling, Creative Writing, Dance/Movement, Script Writing, Poetry,
Devising and Performance Skills,
For more information please contact admin@linkuparts.org.uk
To book your free ticket, please contact the Salisbury Arts Centre box
office on 01722 321744

Jamie
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Beddard: from sociologist
to top-class theatre
director and disability
arts activist
Our thanks to DAO and Tam Gilbert for allowing us to reproduce this:
Theatre-maker Tam Gilbert looks back on Jamie Beddard’s glittering
career so far, from humble beginnings as a youth worker, to playing a
starring role in the National Theatre’s production of the Threepenny Opera
in 2016. He returned to the stage as The Messiah for a special
performance of Handel’s classic on 7 April at Bristol’s Old Vic.

2016, National Theatre’s:
The Threepenny Opera,
with Jamie Beddard

I first met Jamie Beddard back in 2007 when I was working with an
integrated youth theatre – The Remix – in Dorset. He’d been invited to
lead a Residency, whilst he was still Associate Director at Graeae. Since
then, I’ve been fortunate enough to have been directed by him twice,
work as his Assistant on “Breathe”– a huge outdoor piece which he
directed as part of the Olympic & Paralympic Sailing Events Opening
Ceremony on Weymouth beach in 2012, as well as participate in various
workshops he’s facilitated along the way.
Beddard has always struck me as a laid-back, yet highly motivated
professional. Extremely funny and quick-witted, I’ve seen him both play
the fool with his peers, and instantly set roomfuls of Delegates at ease by
cracking a joke or two at Diversity Symposiums. He is an accomplished
actor, writer and Director, not to forget his most recent accolade – the
prestigious honour of Chlore Fellow. But how did it all begin – did he
always aspire to a career in the arts?
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It seems that Beddard just fell into acting. After graduating from the
University of Kent with a Degree in Sociology, he found employment as a
youth worker in Kilburn. And, while I am sure the experience has
influenced his current practice, it was a short-lived one.
One day, he received a call from the BBC, who were casting for
“Skalligrigg” (1994), who, according to Beddard, “were unable to find any
trained actors with cerebral palsy” so, offered him the lead role of Arthur.
Without hesitation or previous acting experience, he accepted and
“through a bizarre set of circumstances [he] was jettisoned onto a film
set, and a journey through the hinterlands of performance began.”
Following ”Skalligrigg” Beddard contacted
Graeae Theatre Company, where he
attended various workshops and met theatre
professionals who further helped influence
his career change. He soon transferred to the
touring company and performed in many
productions including “Ubu, “Flesh Fly” and
“Fittings: the Last Freakshow” (which he
later directed twice; for Fittings Multi-Media
Arts and DATco, The Disabled Actors’
Theatre Company).
Beddard admits that he faced
challenges during his early days of
acting, but has said:
“One of the main advantages of
working for a company such as Graeae
is that disability is not really an issue;
most of the barriers of understanding and access have already been
dismantled. Also, disabled people share many cultural connections, and
Graeae is at the forefront with these.”
Jamie Beddard

During the 1990s and 2000s Beddard’s acting career continued to
flourish. He was in productions across the country and continued his film
work – playing Mike Bradley in “I.D” and Gavin in “Common as Muck”
(both for the BBC), also starring as Terry in Poland Productions’ “Trouble
with Terry”. His latest film, “Lost Dog”, released earlier this year, which
saw him starring alongside Jason Williamson from The Sleaford Mods was
described by The Irish News as “a tiny yet thought-provoking slice of life
in ‘austerity Britain’.”
Campaigning against Austerity and championing Disability Rights has
always been at the heart of Beddard’s work and it is no surprise to find
that this was the case even as a student. As a fellow Kent graduate, I
enjoyed this nugget from his former Social Statistics lecturer Michael
Fuller:
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“As a student, Jamie tackled everything with enthusiasm and resilience. I
knew he had become an actor, but hadn’t realised he was also a
playwright and director. While at Kent he encouraged others to be
positive about disability. It’s clear he is still very much doing that!”
With stints as Editor at Disability Arts in London (DAIL) Magazine and
Diversity Officer at Arts Council under his belt, Beddard has always been
an outspoken advocate of rights for disabled people, and for more
disabled people to have roles within the creative industries. He has
commented “I aint broke, you don’t need to fix me.” This came as part of
his focus group response for the ‘Re-framing Disability’ Exhibition in 2011
which looked at judgements and portrayal of historical representations of
disabled people with comparisons to today.
In an interview in 2016 with Disability
Arts Online Beddard remarked:

Beddard (centre) will star in the
Messiah at Bristol Old Vic

history.”

“I’d like to see theatre become more
inclusive. I love football and having
relaxed performances makes theatre
more like football. You should be able
to go to theatre and engage with it…..It
is a scary time to be a disabled person,
and so many of my contemporaries are
desperately struggling, both, to work
and survive. I feel a responsibility to
the majority of disabled people who are
finding life increasingly difficult, as
Access to Work, the Independent Living
Fund and care packages are savaged,
and any gains we have made over the
last thirty years are consigned to

Like many of us, Beddard has been critical of non-disabled actors playing
disabled roles, writing in a 2009 article for The Guardian:
‘Unfortunately, some industry people still struggle with the idea that
disabled actors may be best-placed to play disabled characters, and
continue to represent disability through clouded prisms of metaphor and
caricature. Non-disabled actors boost their red carpet prospects by
offensively replicating impairments, as if physical appearance alone is
shorthand for capturing the essence and character of a disabled
protagonist.’
Beddard has indeed played Mr Johnny (Carrie’s War) twice at the West
End’s Apollo Shaftesbury Avenue (as well as for BBC Films) and his most
recent appearance in “The Threepenny Opera” at The National Theatre in
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2016 was heralded as “a brilliant move” by The Telegraph. The Stage
additionally remarked that: “It is also notable, because it’s so rare, to see
a wheelchair-using actor, Jamie Beddard, among the ensemble.”
His casting came at a time when the National Theatre was starting to
change its auditioning policy by responding to The Creative Case and
opening its doors to disabled actors. As DAO’s Editor, Colin Hambrook
observed in a review of the show: “aside from Nabil Shaban, Beddard is
the only other wheelchair-using actor to tread the boards of the National
Theatre in a pivotal role.”
Beddard has been a significant presence for many Artists. For myself, I
know he has influenced my writing and creative practice and according to
The Guardian’s Jonathan Meth, seeing Beddard on a poster for Graeae’s
production of “Ubu” inspired Daryl Beeton, former Artistic Director of
Kazzum Theatre to enter the profession.
So, what’s next for Jamie Beddard? He is currently Director at The Big
Lounge Collective, Co-Artistic Director at Diverse City and is part of the
Creative team behind Extraordinary Bodies. He continues to go from
strength to strength, yet still remains inherently ‘human.’
His latest preforming role was in Bristol Old Vic and The English Concert
co-production “Messiah”, where he played the Leader on 7 April. And how
does he feel about playing God’s Son? Beddard answers my question with
his usual charm:
“Playing the Messiah – not before time! No seriously, an incredibly
exciting one-off opportunity. To be on stage surrounded by world-class
musicians in such an iconic piece in an iconic place will be amazing. And I
get crucified!”
-By Tam Gilbert
As part of LinkUpArts “Travels” project, why not join us for:
Jamie Beddard’s Devising Workshop on 15th July 10:30 -15:30
&
Tam Gilbert’s Performance Workshop on 5th August 10:30 – 15:30
“Travels” workshops take place at Salisbury Arts Centre, Bedwin Street,
Salisbury SP1 3UT
For more information: admin@linkuparts.org.uk
Places are limited so do please book early.
Salisbury Arts Centre Box Office: 01722 321744
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Sensing Helen
Our Board Member Tam Gilbert is working on a new research project
looking at communication barriers for visually impaired people from 1880s
– Today, and is seeking donations…
I am currently working on a new research project, inspired by Helen Keller’s story;
growing up in in 1880s Alabama, with her companion Anne Sullivan, who helped her
to develop a touch system, by which to communicate.
Supported by Salisbury Arts Centre, I took part in a scratch performance in March
2016 and am now keen to further develop the piece into a
full length play for touring. The research from this project
will inform the content of my new play Sensing Helen.
I’ll be exploring what it was like for other women growing
up visually impaired in Victorian UK before a time when
there was understanding around disability. How was their
education, compared to mine and how did society treat
them? Is there anything we have in common?
Technology and teaching methods have changed so much
since I was at school in the 1980s-90s, so I would like to
find out how young visually impaired women find life in
the 21st Century. How much has really changed? I’ll be
finding and recording the
stories of lots of visually
impaired women from all
professions and document their
personal stories.
Your funding support will enable us to approach the
Heritage Lottery Fund for funding for our research
pilgrimage, it will also go towards collating the stories in
an e-book and in making a short documentary of the
research to be held online and at the Priest's House
Museum, Wimborne and the Dorset History Centre.
Supporting us will ensure that womens' voices and stories
will be heard and recorded for generations to come!
For more information, or to donate to Sensing Helen, please visit
http://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/sensing-helen
-By Tam Gilbert
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Jobs

Link Up Arts (LUA) is the Disability Arts organisation for Salisbury and
South Wiltshire. It is formed of a core group of disabled artists, and
others who are involved or interested in Disability Arts. It is based at, and
works closely with Salisbury Arts Centre to support disabled artists, create
opportunities to share and show work, promote high quality Disability Arts
to a wider audience and distribute information.

Job Description
Job Title

Link Up Arts Administrator and Audience
Development Worker (Salisbury based)

Responsible to

Link Up Arts committee

Status

Freelance

Fee

£1400, based on 16 hours per month @£12.50p/h
(7 month contract June – December 2017)

Purpose of the job

To provide administrative and audience
development support for Link Up Arts

Tasks and responsibilities





Being the main contact point for LUA and dealing with any
correspondence and day-to-day office administration on behalf of
the LUA committee.
Meetings: attending documenting, and distributing meeting minutes
with LUA committee and other bodies, including committee
meetings and the AGM
Organising and attending LUA’s regular events including Café LUA
and Café LUA Extra.
Keep appropriate records of LUA income and expenditure to inform
committee decision-making.
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Attending meetings with Salisbury Arts Centre
Assist in co-ordination of activities when required
Developing audiences/ networking through face to face meetings
and distribution
Marketing: Design artwork/ publicity material and actively promote
LUA’s events and projects in liaison with the Digital Marketing
Officer to sustain and increase membership.
Project Management: Planning and overseeing LUA’s projects as
required.
Input creative ideas towards marketing and fundraising as required

Person Specification
We are looking for someone who has












An enthusiasm for and understanding of the arts
Knowledge of Salisbury’s networks and experience of working with
networks to develop audiences.
Access to own transport/ flexible to get to Salisbury
A commitment to equality and an understanding of equal
opportunities
An understanding of or interest in learning about the working
practices of disabled artists
Excellent communication skills
Ability to work independently from home and as part of a team
Self-motivation and excellent organisational skills
Computer literacy and an understanding of Excel, Dropbox and/or
Google Drive
Experience of monitoring budgets
Experience of or a willingness to learn about researching
development opportunities, including where appropriate
development through fundraising.

Notes


You will be required to provide/ undergo a DBS check for this
position

How to apply
To apply, please send a C.V and a covering letter outlining why you would
be a suitable candidate for the role to Gini at admin@linkuparts.org.uk by
Friday 12th May, 5pm.
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Link Up Arts (LUA) is the Disability Arts organisation for Salisbury and
South Wiltshire. It is formed of a core group of disabled artists, and
others who are involved or interested in Disability Arts. It is based at, and
works closely with Salisbury Arts Centre to support disabled artists, create
opportunities to share and show work, promote high quality Disability Arts
to a wider audience and distribute information.

Job Description
Job Title

Link Up Arts Digital Marketing Officer (working
remotely, with some attendance required in
Salisbury / Dorset)

Responsible to

Link Up Arts committee

Status

Freelance

Fee

£1400, based on 16 hours per month @£12.50p/h
(7 month contract June – December 2017)

Purpose of the job

Actively promote events and projects online for
LinkUpArts

Tasks and responsibilities






Being a contact point for LUA’s publicity and dealing with any
marketing and fundraising tasks
Working remotely to complete tasks independently and attend
relevant meetings with LUA committee and the Administrator and
Audience Development Worker as required
Liaison with the Administrator and Audience Development Worker to
produce marketing campaigns
Online promotion of LUA’s regular events including Café LUA and
Café LUA Extra.
Updating Social Media and online presence, using distribution
channels as a form of marketing. Creating advertising campaigns
both through paid and non-paid for adverts.
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Website development: Maintaining the site and updating current
events
Newsletters: Writing and distributing the bi-monthly newsletter.
Writing Press Releases and contacting Radio, Newspaper and Event
listings.
Assist in co-ordination of activities when required
Input creative ideas towards fundraising as required
Person Specification

We are looking for someone who has









An enthusiasm for and understanding of the arts
Ability to work remotely and has the means to get to Wiltshire and
Dorset as required
A commitment to equality and an understanding of equal
opportunities
An understanding of or interest in learning about the working
practices of disabled artists
Excellent communication skills
Self-motivation and excellent organisational skills
Computer literacy and an understanding of Microsoft Word,
Wordpress, Social Media, Dropbox/ Google Drive
Experience of working with budgets

Notes


You will be required to provide/ undergo a DBS check for this
position

How to apply
To apply, please send a C.V and a covering letter outlining why you would
be a suitable candidate for the role to Gini at admin@linkuparts.org.uk by
Friday 12th May, 5pm.
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LinkUpArts are looking for a filmmaker
LinkUpArts are looking for a filmmaker to document the ‘Travels’
workshops and make a short film about the project.
Travels consists of 8 workshops covering different elements of storytelling
including: The Art of Storytelling, Creative Writing, Dance/Movement,
Script Writing, Poetry, Devising and Performance Skills, Working with
professional artists, our group will explore and develop essential
communication skills through learning different ways of telling and
producing stories.
Workshop Dates:
13th May
24th June
1st July
8th July
15th July
22nd July
5th August
Time: 10.30-3.30
Venue: Salisbury Arts Centre
Completed film: End of September
Fee: £630
About LUA
LinkUpArts (LUA) is the Disability Arts organisation for Salisbury and
South Wiltshire. It is formed of a core group of disabled artists, and
others who are involved or interested in Disability Arts. It is based at, and
works closely with Salisbury Arts Centre to support disabled artists, create
opportunities to share and show work, promote high quality Disability Arts
to a wider audience and distribute information.
How to apply
We appreciate this is short notice so you may not be able to attend all of
the workshops. But, if you find the project of interest, please do get in
touch!
If you would like more information, or to apply with show reel and a
covering letter with details of your experience, please email Tam Gilbert
at admin@linkuparts.org.uk
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Dates for the Diary
Cafe LUA: 10th May, 14th June and 12th July2-4pm at Salisbury Arts
Centre
Café LUA is a social get together for disabled artists, an informal, open
space for inspiration and discussion. However you are involved with or
interested in the arts, do come along and meet us, find out about us, and
about Disability Arts. We’d love to meet you and hear more about your
arts practice or interests. We usually meet in the café area, but specific
projects can mean we are in one of the work spaces, do ask at the Box
Office if you are in any doubt. Come and join us and find out about more
about current and future projects.
Salisbury International Arts festival: 26th May – 10th June
Returning for its 45th year, the Ageas Salisbury International Arts Festival
is delighted to announce its eclectic 2017 programme. Boasting a vibrant
mix of music, comedy, film, theatre, talks and dance over 16 days. This is
the final year of Director Toby Smith’s four-year journey tracing the
cardinal points of the compass, and looks westwards across the ocean to
the Canadian province of Québec, a region with a contemporary image
boldly defined by its rich history and arts. The Festival will delve into
Québécois culture with a curated mix of dance, theatre, film, music and
literature hailing from the French Canadian province. In addition, this year
the new MouthPieces strand comprises a series of events giving voice to
artists with lived experience of mental health.
For more information and to book tickets visit
https://www.salisburyfestival.co.uk/ or call the box office on 0845 241
9651
Looking further ahead An evening of comedy with Laurence Clark &
Steve Day 28th June 19:30 at Salisbury Arts Centre Tickets: £14/£12
concessions
Steve Day: describes himself as Britain’s only deaf comedian. If there are
any others, he hasn’t heard. For the past 14 years Steve has been
performing to huge laughter around the country and abroad; well, they
tell him the laughter was huge to humour him, he doesn’t know either
way.
Laurence Clark: IndependenceEverybody wants their independence right
now – but careful what you wish for! Laurence spins tales of adolescence,
love and Harry Potter, discovering that he doesn’t have to be Superman
after all. But life does throw up the unexpected when you depend on
others to fasten your jeans.
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At the heart of LinkUpArts:

For more information about the career artists
In LUAN: linkupartistsnetwork@gmail.com

NEWSLETTER FORMATS
You can receive this Newsletter in print form,
it is available in bigger type and an audio cassette. You can also download it
from salisburyartscentre.co.uk –> Resident Companies ->LinkUpArts

Gini
Creative direction
gini@linkuparts.org.uk

Administration & Fundraising
Hayley Davies
admin@linkuparts.org.uk
LinkUpArts, Salisbury Arts Centre,
Bedwin Street, Salisbury, SP1 3UT
Arts Centre Enquiries: 01722 343 020
LinkUpArts and Salisbury Arts Centre work together for the benefit of both
organisations. LUA advises and consults with Salisbury Arts Centre on its
Disability Arts programming and helps to promote the events. Salisbury Arts
Centre gives LUA its home and provides marketing and administrative
support. LUA is a strategic creative partner in Salisbury Arts Centre’s
Creative Family.
Registered office: Salisbury Arts Centre, Bedwin Street, Salisbury Wiltshire, SP1 3USt.
Edmunds Arts Trust is a company limited by guarantee, trading as Salisbury Arts Centre.
Registration no.1412263, incorporated in Wales, and a Registered Charity no. 1023945
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