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It does seem incredible, but the end of 2016 is creeping up on us and this 

will be the last Newsletter of the year. As the days grow shorter, it can be 

tempting to 'hibernate' on chilly winter evenings; Autumn workshops are 

now in full swing, but there is still much to engage with. 

Kingfisher Poets meet regularly in the daytime, at Salisbury Arts Centre 

(there was much laughter and hilarity in the October 20th session) and 

there is still time to sign up for the 'Saturday Special' workshop - details 

are included in this newsletter. 

Cafe Lua will continue exploring access and awareness and getting to 

grips with the details of an arts project to promote this. Come along, have 

your say, discover how to take part... 

If you fancy the idea of a good laugh, check out Salisbury Arts Centre's 

December 'Comedy Festival', with, among others, Zoe Lyons, Shazia 

Mirza and Seann Walsh. 

www.salisburyartscentre.co.uk/download/245.7/autumn-2016-events-

brochure 

Have you offered any feedback on their website? Do you find it easy to 

use? Can you find what you're looking for? 

If you feel a little adventurous why not come to Practice on 8th 

December? Experience an evening with up to four 'works in progress' - 

tickets, £7, include a free drink and post show discussion. The evening 

starts at 7pm. 

If Panto is your thing, why not seek out Aladdin, at Salisbury Playhouse?   

In light of the talks happening between Salisbury Arts Centre, the 

Playhouse and Salisbury International Arts Festival, it might be an idea to 

offer the Playhouse a little feedback on the accessibility/ inclusivity of the 

language and information on their website.  

http://www.salisburyplayhouse.com/support-us/aladdin/ 

Enjoy this season of red leaves, peace and goodwill - and have a happy 

new year. 

-By Gini  
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World Without doWn’s 

syndrome? – An artistic 

landscape less rich 
 

Our thanks to Disability Arts Online for allowing us to reproduce 

Kate Lovell’s piece   

One of the liveliest parts of the Unlimited Festival this year was the Youth 

Dance Platform, says event co-producer Kate Lovell. Ten inclusive dance 
companies of young people came from far and wide to perform on the 

Clore Ballroom stage. Thinking on the experience, whilst watching the 

recent BBC 2 documentary, A World Without Down’s? led Kate to question 
the disconnect between the medical world and the arts world. 

A majority of the inclusive dance 
companies included young people with 
various learning disabilities, including 

those with Down’s Syndrome. Dance can 
be a liberating and exciting art form for 

those whom communication in this fast-
paced world can be challenging or 

draining. I watched as young disabled 

people performed feats of agility and 
artistic skill with total commitment and 

passion. The audience was one of the 
largest I saw at the festival; lively and 

engaged. I also witnessed the professionalism of the performers: they 
had travelled from as far as Wales and Plymouth and had less than thirty 

minutes to get into costume, before diving directly into their performance, 
without any rehearsal time on the stage. 

These experiences at the Unlimited event played on my mind as I 

watched Sally Phillip’s documentary on BBC Two last week, A World 

Without Down’s Syndrome. Watching, there is a palpable disconnect 
between the medical professional’s attitude to disabled people, and that 

of the Arts. 

In the programme Phillips investigates the potential effect of a new pre-
natal test, soon to be available on the NHS, which detects for Down’s 

Syndrome with 99% accuracy, entirely safe and non-invasive. She has a 
particular interest as her son, Olly, has Down’s Syndrome: she didn’t 

know until 10 days after his birth. Her only regret is the way in which the 
news was delivered to her by the medical professional who wept as they 

delivered the news. 

Magpie Dance High Flyers performing at the 

Youth Dance Platform Photograph: India 

Roper-Evans 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b07ycbj5
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b07ycbj5
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A World Without Down’s Syndrome? Image 

BBC/Dragonfly(C) 

Many people will and do see the new test as a scientific victory, a 

breakthrough, a chance to 
potentially eradicate Down’s 

Syndrome – but is this a good place 
to be? It feels sinister. When Phillips 

visits Iceland, where the termination 
rate is now 100% of women who get 

the diagnosis, she meets a 31 year 
old woman, working, engaged to her 

partner, with Down’s Syndrome, 

who feels second rate in a society 

that seems to be saying that her life 
isn’t worth living. It is difficult 

viewing.  In our artistic landscape, 
people with Down’s Syndrome and other learning disabilities are thriving: 

the output is far from second rate. The arts world is expanding to become 
more inclusive, and opportunities are increasing. 

Mind the Gap, a leading company working with learning-disabled artists, 

are currently touring Mia nationally, exploring the issues faced by 
learning-disabled parents. Access All Areas pioneered on the Central 

School of Speech and Drama’s Performance Making Diploma for Learning 

Disabled Adults, and has an agency for professional learning disabled 
actors. Last year, and coming back soon, Freewheelers 

Theatre presented Amandla!, performed by learning disabled actors, 
exploring the life and legacy of Nelson Mandela. Important, artistically 

rigorous and politically interesting work is being made by the learning 
disabled community. 

What an astounding difference in attitude: while the arts are supporting 

learning disabled actors into professional roles on our stages and TVs, and 
examining the nuance and challenges of being a parent as a learning 

disabled adult, the medical community are working on tests which may 

mean that people with Down’s Syndrome don’t make it past the foetal 
stage. And as Phillips exposes in the programme, the testing will not stop 

at Down’s, which makes disturbing viewing for a disabled audience. 

It is undeniable that adults with Down’s Syndrome face many challenges. 
But as Phillips astutely recognises, if society rejects someone, “the 

problem is not the person”. People with Down’s Syndrome can and do live 
as fulfilled lives as anyone else, given the conditions to thrive. 

Phillips comments that we are “gambling with society’s diversity”. With 
the variety of exciting work being presented by learning disabled artists, 

we’re also in danger of dampening the multiplicity of voices that make the 
UK arts scene as stirring and stimulating as it is currently. 

By Kate Lovell 

http://www.mind-the-gap.org.uk/
http://www.mind-the-gap.org.uk/productions/mia/
http://www.cssd.ac.uk/course/performance-making-diploma-learning-disabled-adults
http://www.cssd.ac.uk/course/performance-making-diploma-learning-disabled-adults
http://freewheelerstheatre.co.uk/
http://freewheelerstheatre.co.uk/
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Our newsletter needs you! 
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Susan Francis, talks about 

The Word on the Streets (Do I 

Know You) project 

Our thanks to Arts in Wiltshire for allowing us to reproduce Susan 
Francis’ Guest Blog 

Identity, the human condition and the home are themes that regularly 

rise to the surface in my artistic practice. Some years ago I was invited to 
work with a small group of people in rehabilitation at Morning Star, a local 

residential charity supporting the homeless and those struggling with 
addiction. An initial taster programme has turned into eight years of 

contact with this charity over which time I have come to appreciate the 
immense value and complexity of each life I am privileged enough to be a 

small part of. 

 As my own personal work has moved further into 
film, a desire to somehow articulate the 

experiences people have shared with me has 
grown. Rather than confine this work to the 

pristine walls of the gallery space though, it 
seemed fitting somehow that it would be 

projected back onto the streets from where these 
experiences had come and so the beginnings of 

The Word on the Streets (Do I Know You) project 
was born. Initially I began to seek out a poet who could work with me to 

draw out words which would in turn populate a series of short films but, 
somehow I just couldn’t find the right person. Working with composer 

Howard Moody on another project at the time, I realised he had just the 

right approach I was after and I was thrilled when he agreed to 
collaborate with me. 

 

Funded by Arts Council England, an award 

from the Gane Trust, and support in kind 

from many other organisations, including 
Salisbury Cathedral and Salisbury Arts 

Centre, the project really kicked off in 
January 2016. With an intention to come 

alongside people experiencing 
homelessness, working with them through 

art and music, to draw out material for the 
films, we based ourselves initially both at Morning Star’s residential 

retreat and at the city centre Drop In in Salisbury, run by Alabaré, where 
food, washing facilities etc are offered throughout the week. 

https://theartsinwiltshire.files.wordpress.com/2016/10/dsc_0252-copy.jpg
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It quickly transpired that my experience at the retreat was a different ball 

game entirely to the Drop In, where people literally came in off the 
streets in all sorts of conditions and circumstances. Plans for structured 

sessions, evaluation forms, finished pieces followed themes etc, where 
thrown entirely up in the air and both Howard and I began the slow, 

organic process of responding to what is a shifting, precarious and 
somewhat chaotic situation. 

 
 It has been though, the most life changing 

and life affirming experience and I (so far) 
have had nothing but kindness, politeness 

and humility from the people I have met. 
Creating artwork with them has been a 

delight and a privilege and in a rather 
haphazard way we have amassed a body of 

work and songs that are a wonderful 

testament to creativity in the direst of circumstances. 
 

 
 Right now the first exhibition of people’s 

work from the Drop In and the temporary 
accommodation provided by Alabaré is on 

show until Nov 6th in Waterstones 
bookshop in High Street, Salisbury, a 

place where everyone connected can 
access and feel comfortable visiting. The 

work will ultimately culminate in a series 
of street projected short films on 22nd 

February 2017, leading up to a discussion 
evening at Salisbury Arts Centre on 1st March which precedes the main 

film ‘Do I Know You’ which will be screened in Salisbury Cathedral in 

March 2017, to coincide with Alabare’s annual Sleep Out event there. 
 

I could fill endless pages with the experiences we have had on this project 
but if you want to know more, please follow our progress 

at https://doiknowyoublog.wordpress.com/ and make sure, if you can, to 
drop into Waterstones to view ‘Starting from Scratch’, and if possible, 

leave the artists a comment to encourage them in their work. 

 
By Susan Francis 

 

 

https://doiknowyoublog.wordpress.com/
https://www.waterstones.com/bookshops/salisbury
https://theartsinwiltshire.files.wordpress.com/2016/10/img_3425-copy.jpg
https://theartsinwiltshire.files.wordpress.com/2016/10/img_0855-copy.jpg
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oPEn dAY For PriEst’s housE 

THEATRE COMPANY 
 
 Priest’s House Theatre Company are recruiting! We have limited places 

available for new members to join our regular group and are inviting 
participants to join us for a FREE Taster session at our Open Day on 

Saturday 12 November from 3.30 -5PM at Priest’s House Museum in 
Wimborne. 

 
Priest’s House Theatre Company run regular Saturday drama workshops, 

based at Priest’s House Museum which are funded by Arts Council 
England, East Dorset District Council and Wimborne Rotary Club. Our 

creative drama workshops are led by professional theatre makers Tony 

Horitz (State of Play Arts) and Tam Gilbert (Persuasion Arts). Our 
members are all adults who have learning disabilities.  

 
Our sessions explore the Museum’s archives, stimulating performance 

pieces using drama, movement and music.  Participants must have some 
previous acting experience to join our regular Theatre Company. 

   
The Open Day and monthly workshops follow on from our recent 

production ‘Lost in Time’ which told the story of a young woman’s visit to 
her local museum, where she met various historical characters on her 

journey around the museum.  To watch our trailer for the show and see a 
little of what we do, please visit https://vimeo.com/176307056.  

   
 

Why join us? 

 
"This project is a wonderful opportunity to involve groups in the local 

community, who have previously found it difficult to make use of the 
museum, collecting their stories and helping them to access and benefit 

from the collections that the Museum holds." 
- Emma Ayling, Curator, Priest's House Museum 

 
“My favourite moment was when we looked around the stores where they 

had old gas masks from world war 2 and other fascinating objects” 
- Participant 

 
“Nina gained confidence and you managed to achieve so much in such a 

short time. It was brilliant. Thank you!” 
    

If you would like to come along to our Open Day please contact Tam 

Gilbert at  tam@persuasionarts.co.uk or call 07968 583 401 for more 
information. Places are limited, so please book early to avoid 

disappointment! 

https://vimeo.com/176307056
mailto:tam@persuasionarts.co.uk
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Jobs and Opportunities 

Programme Manager (p/t), The Architecture Centre, Bristol 
Deadline 9am, Monday 21 November 2016 

 
The Architecture Centre is one of the UK’s leading centres for promoting 

good design and an Arts Council National Portfolio Organisation. With a 
gallery in the heart of Bristol’s Harbourside cultural quarter, the Centre 

runs a lively programme of exhibitions, events, learning and outreach 
activities that inspire, inform and involve people in shaping great places. 

The Architecture Centre has a partnership with University of the West of 
England and works closely with a number of local and national partners. 

 
The post of Programme Manager is a key role in the organisation. 

Working closely with colleagues as part of a small team, you will initiate a 
programme of exhibitions, events and other projects; develop 

relationships to sustain and grow the programme; and contribute to the 

strategic planning and development of the Centre.  
 

This is an excellent opportunity for an experienced, well-connected and 
proactive team player wishing to make their mark in an innovative and 

ambitious organisation. 
 

The Architecture Centre is strongly committed to diversity and actively 
encourages applications from individuals from a wide range of 

backgrounds. 
 

For further details about the role and how to apply please visit 
http://www.architecturecentre.co.uk/work-with-us 

 
Call for entries for the Contemporary Craft Festival Deadline: 6pm, 

25 November 2016 

 
The Contemporary Craft Festival has become one of the largest and most 

prestigious shows to be part of in the UK. With a lively and inspirational 
atmosphere, the Festival has built up a loyal following of 10000 visitors 

and we represent nearly 200 of the UK’s finest designer makers from 
across Britain & Ireland.  

The event is set in a marquee village in idyllic parkland on the edge of 

Dartmoor in South Devon with excellent transport links via road, train and 
air. All exhibitors are selected for quality by a panel of industry 

professionals. The festival takes place 9 to 11 June 2017 in Bovey Tracey, 
Devon. More details and online applications only 

via http://craftsatboveytracey.co.uk/apply  

http://craftsatboveytracey.co.uk/apply
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Dates for the Diary 
 

 

Cafe LUA:  
 

 9th November 14th December, and 11th January 2017 2-4pm at Salisbury 
Arts Centre  

 
Café LUA is a social get together for artists with disabilities – an informal,  

open space for inspiration and discussion. However you are involved with 

or interested in the arts, do come along and meet us, find out about us, 
and about Disability Arts. We’d love to meet you and hear more about 

your arts practice or interests. 
 

We usually meet in the café area, but specific projects can mean we are 
in one of the work spaces, do ask at the Box Office if you are in any 

doubt.  
 

Come and join us and find out about more about current and future 
projects.  

 
Comedy Festival 2nd and 3rd December at Salisbury Arts Centre 

 
If you fancy the idea of a good laugh, check out the festival that has 

comedy for all ages and tastes, with among others, Zoe Lyons, Shazia 

Mirza and Seann Walsh. For more information visit   

http://www.salisburyartscentre.co.uk/whats-on/comedy-spoken/?page=1  

 
Practice 8th December at Salisbury Arts Centre 

 
An evening of dance and theatre extracts of works in progress. Enter with 

an open mind, discover up to four fantastic companies testing out new 
works in development and contribute your thoughts on what you've seen.  

Tickets, £7, include a free drink and post show discussion. The evening 
starts at 7pm.  For more information visit  

http://www.salisburyartscentre.co.uk/whats-on/theatre-dance/practice/  

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

http://www.salisburyartscentre.co.uk/whats-on/comedy-spoken/?page=1
http://www.salisburyartscentre.co.uk/whats-on/theatre-dance/practice/
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At the heart of LinkUpArts: 
 

                      

NEWSLETTER FORMATS  

You can receive this Newsletter in print form,  
it is available in bigger type and an audio cassette. You can also download it 

from salisburyartscentre.co.uk –> Resident Companies ->LinkUpArts 

 

 

Gini 
Creative direction 

gini@linkuparts.org.uk 

 

Administration & Fundraising 
Hayley Davies  

admin@linkuparts.org.uk 

LinkUpArts, Salisbury Arts Centre,  
Bedwin Street, Salisbury, SP1 3UT  
Arts Centre Enquiries: 01722 343 020  
 
LinkUpArts and Salisbury Arts Centre work together for the benefit of both 
organisations. LUA advises and consults with Salisbury Arts Centre on its 

Disability Arts programming and helps to promote the events. Salisbury Arts 
Centre gives LUA its home and provides marketing and administrative 

support. LUA is a strategic creative partner in Salisbury Arts Centre’s 
Creative Family.  

 
Registered office: Salisbury Arts Centre, Bedwin Street, Salisbury Wiltshire, SP1 3USt. 

Edmunds Arts Trust is a company limited by guarantee, trading as Salisbury Arts Centre. 

Registration no.1412263, incorporated in Wales, and a Registered Charity no. 1023945 

 
For more information about the career artists  

In LUAN: linkupartistsnetwork@gmail.com 
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