Happy New Year! Welcome to a creative 2015!
With just a month to go, we’re gearing up for our fantastic Lottery
Funded Story-telling programme Our Tales: Unveiled with Liz Porter and
Penny pepper. There’s still time to book your tickets for the performance
on Friday 6 February and reserve your FREE place for the workshops at
Salisbury Arts Centre which will take place on Saturdays 7, 14 and 21
February.
Remember to check our website regularly – we’ll be putting up all
Access information and other details.
We’d love you to get involved in preparations too! We would
welcome your views about what should be included in the workshop
programme – take our short Survey Monkey questionnaire, if you
haven’t already!
And finally….fancy some post-Christmas Chocolate? We need your vote
to help us win funding from the Galaxy Hot Chocolate Fund to assist
with project costs. Read on to find out how you could benefit if we win!
We very much look forward to seeing you for the performance in
February!
for
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Welcome and Contents
‘Our Tales: Unveiled’
Gini’s blog
Audition Diverse City: Call Out for Remix
Gold
Reminders for your diary – Café LUA

Artwork in this issue:
Front cover: by Gini
Page 3: ‘Our Tales: Unveiled’ - Publicicity design by Gini. Photographs by
Abigail Norris and Fiona Essex
Page 4: Liz Porter – ‘Learning to See’ – photograph by Abigail Norris
Page 5: Penny Pepper - ‘Lost in Spaces’ – photograph by Fiona Essex
Page 6: Have Your Say and Vote – Information about how to take our survey
monkey questionnaire and vote for us at Galaxy.
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Our Tales: UNVEILED
PERFORMANCE

WORKSHOPS

This exciting programme features a
triple-bill by disabled artists Liz Porter
and Penny Pepper, who will be
showcasing extracts from their new
one-woman shows ‘Learning to See’
and ‘Lost in Spaces.’ LUA’s Lead Artist
Gini, will also perform her new work,
‘Vinterblik.’ The evening will end with
a Q&A.
It will be followed by a series of
Creative Storytelling and Poetry &
Performance workshops where Liz and
Penny will work with participants,
introducing different techniques for
exploring personal stories and
heritage.

Tickets on sale NOW! To book, or reserve
your FREE place at the workshops, visit
www.salisburyartscentre.co.uk.
More info at www.linkuparts.org.uk.
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About the guest Artists
Liz Porter

Liz Porter is a Performance Storyteller,
Producer and Disability Adviser,
based in Brighton. Her one-woman show
‘Learning to See’ directed by Mark C.
Hewitt with animated video sequences by
Abbie Norris and Rachel Gadsden,
explores her journey living with visual
impairment.

Liz has recorded short films with her
life story at the heart. Themes
include: identity and acceptance/nonacceptance, peer pressure, equality,
miscommunication and perceptions of
disabled people and the whole idea of
‘learning to see’. She plays with
metaphors surrounding these themes.

Liz says “This piece of work is not just
about metaphor but also about how
you ‘tell’ the story.” She hopes that
people will be able to watch her story,
then, through workshops tell their
own.
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Penny Pepper

Penny Pepper has been a writer and
activist within the disability arts
movement for 20 years. She has written
articles for DAO, Arts Disability Culture
Magazine, Disability Now and Ouch! She
is also the author of Desires (2003), a
controversially unique collection of
explicit fiction focusing on disabled
people, relationships and sex.

Her one-woman show, ‘Lost in
Spaces’ (directed by Bethany Pitts) is
part memoir and an exploration of
identity and difference, Penny utilizes
her long-kept journals, which date
back to 1979.

Through memories and personal
concerns,
the piece links to the universal –
from fighting Maggie Thatcher in
the 80s and corresponding with
Morrissey, to current battles with
the government’s harsh austerity
measures - pushing her into an
examination of the
human condition at a time of
considerable personal and public
turmoil.
To read more about Penny, visit her:
Website: www.pennypepper.co.uk
Guardian Column: www.theguardian.com/profile/penny-pepper
Twitter: @penpep
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Have your Say and vote!

Take our survey at www.surveymonkey.com/s/X73vM2p
Vote for us at www.galaxyhotchocolate.com/galaxyfund2014/p
rofiles/linkuparts
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Gini’s Latest bLoG
From time to time, LUA’s Lead Artist and Creative Director, Gini,
shares her thoughts on her artistic work and daily life on a blog
on the LUA website. Here, we share her latest post:

Perseverance
A change in my mobility status, narrowing down my choices, means that I
have for some months been feeing displaced, distressed and somewhat
negative, aggressively negative, about life as a disabled person.
I used to feel sad for the person who lived on the edge of uncertainty,
never belonging any-place.
I came to identify with that un-belonging and the issue evolved from the
feeling unwelcome immigrant to hopeful citizen of a new world.
I used to feel sad for the person whose only experience of life was war.
But recently I've had to accept that by my own definition and on a very
personal level, the person in a war zone is also me.
Plunged into battle by the disability issue, I have been at war with
institutions. There has been no victory. Only the truce of distancing, of no
longer acknowledging their power to abuse me, to defeat me.
While I have very little understanding of what it is like to truly belong
anywhere, I do have faith in family, in myself; in my capacity to endure. But I
have been feeling worn down by current animosity towards disabled people,
by a lack of hope; I have been longing for a moment and a safe place to
gather myself.
Last Wednesday at Cafe Lua, I argued and steamed. I boiled over, but was
not rejected. I was met with an equal passion; was reminded of hope. And
kindness.
I was reminded that life is what you do and how you do it.
Belonging is where your heart is. I am encouraged to be perseverant,
We have no race, no state,
we are not We, but each one
of us knows a safety in
belonging with each other.
Standing metaphorically
holding each other's lives
in respect, we keep life
sacrosanct. We are a people
oppressed, but together;
holding together, refusing
to be shut away like our
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ancestors, holding each other's
lives in our hearts, in our history,
telling it out, working it out,
we stand metaphorically
together, singing freedom,
singing equality, holding
together the right to smile; the right
to more than mere existence.
The right, each one of us, to
our individual normality.
We have no race, no state,
but history and legacy,
of life, of hope and promise.
We are a perseverant people
and we too shall overcome;
this day, everyday, someday.

By Gini

Diverse city: AUDITION CALL
OUT: REMIX GOLD
Auditions: Tuesday 13th January 2015 7 – 8.30PM
Remix Gold is an inclusive performance company, based in Dorset, who create
spectacular new outdoor and indoor shows in circus, theatre, dance and
music. We are looking for emerging artists, both disabled and non-disabled,
who are passionate, talented and hardworking to join Remix Gold in our
second year. Last year we toured our work to Unlimited Festival in London,
Inside Out Dorset, Lighthouse in Poole and were selected for the National
Youth Circus Event in London. We train and rehearse weekly in performance
and aeiral circus as well as offering creative intensives with inspiring guest
choreographers, circus artists, directors and musicians. We are looking for
emerging artists age 15-25 who are interested to join the company. Auditions
take place 7-8:30pm on Tuesday 13th January 2015. For full details, including
what to prepare for the auditions and how to book your place, please visit
http://diversecity.org.uk/audition.html or email Alice Chutter at
a.chutter@diversecity.org.ukfor more information.
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Café LUA

January …………………14th 2015
February…………………11th 2015
March ……………………11th 2015

Café LUA takes place every second Wednesday of the month
(except August) at Salisbury Arts Centre from 2 – 4pm. We
usually meet in the café area, but specific projects can mean we are in
one of the work spaces, do ask at the Box Office if you are in any doubt.
Café LUA is a social get together for artists with disabilities – an
informal, open space for inspiration and discussion. However you are
involved with or interested in the arts, do come along and meet us, find
out about us, and about Disability Arts. We’d love to meet you and hear
more about your arts practice or interests.
Each month, as well as open discussion and networking, we focus on a
particular topic or issue.
Wednesday 14th January
Come and find out more about our new storytelling project ‘Our Tales:
Unveiled’ and book your place if you haven’t already!
Wednesday 11th February
Join us for informal chat and discussion about the performances
‘Learning to See’ and ‘Lost in Spaces.’ Bring any work in progress to
continue or discuss one-to-one with LUA.
Wednesday 11th March
Join us to view the exhibition ‘Paper.’
An eclectic exhibition celebrating inventive uses of paper.
Paper brings together artists who cut, crease, fold and otherwise
manipulate paper in the making of their work.
See more at: http://www.salisburyartscentre.co.uk/whatson/Event.aspx?EventID=1208#sthash.VzBTzfFX.dpuf
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At the heart of LinkUpArts:

For more information about the career artists
in LUAN: linkupartistsnetwork@gmail.com

NEWSLETTER FORMATS
You can receive this Newsletter in print form,
it is available in bigger type and an audio cassette. You can also download it from
salisburyartscentre.co.uk –> Resident Companies ->LinkUpArts

creative direction
Gini

gini@linkuparts.org.uk
Administration & Fundraising
Tam Gilbert

admin@linkuparts.org.uk
LinkUpArts, Salisbury Arts Centre,
Bedwin Street, Salisbury, SP1 3UT
Arts Centre Enquiries: 01722 343 020
LinkUpArts and Salisbury Arts Centre work together for the benefit of both
organisations. LUA advises and consults with Salisbury Arts Centre on its Disability
Arts programming and helps to promote the events. Salisbury Arts Centre gives LUA
its home and provides marketing and administrative support. LUA is a strategic
creative partner in Salisbury Arts Centre’s Creative Family.
Registered office: Salisbury Arts Centre, Bedwin Street, Salisbury Wiltshire, SP1 3USt. Edmunds Arts
Trust is a company limited by guarantee, trading as Salisbury Arts Centre. Registration no.1412263,
incorporated in Wales, and a Registere d Charity no. 1023945
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