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2015 got off to a busy start with the Our Tales: Unveiled performance 
and workshops by Liz Porter and Penny Pepper. Our group of 
participants enjoyed exploring storytelling techniques. Read on to see 
what they got up to! 
 We have some exciting projects left in store for the rest of the 
year. Look out for more Our Tales: Unveiled workshops. There will also 
be opportunities to get involved with this years’ Homegrown exhibition 
and a fascinating new project with Persuasion Arts, JAM Management, 
and Dorset storyteller Michele O’Brien exploring the communication 
techniques used by Helen Keller and disabled people in Victorian 
England.  
 
Remember to check our website and social media pages regularly – we’ll 
be putting up information about all projects as plans come to fruition. 
 

www.linkuparts.org.uk 
facebook.com/LinkUpArts 

@LUArtists 
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Our Tales: UNVEILED 
    

Gini’s tale   
 

In her February blog, LUA’s Lead Artist Gini, gives her account of the 
Our Tales: Unveiled project, which due to illness, wasn’t quite the 

story we’d planned…… 

 
Wednesday 5 February 2015 

 

Friday evening looms ever closer. The excitement and fear are building. The 
evening performance with Liz Porter and Penny Pepper will herald the start of 

a series of workshops aimed at empowering people to share their own stories. 

 When the idea was still new, I offered to share a story that is mine, but 

not just mine. There was some initial confusion as I usually read or perform 

poetry, but this was a prose piece. 

 I write both, with a lot of enthusiasm. I write essays that make some 
small attempt to set the world to rights. The world, that is, as it appears to 

me; the world I’m trying to make some sense of. 

 ‘Vinterblik’ is about dying, it’s about the last story, the one you don’t 
actually get to tell for yourself; the one that continues to exist as part of 

someone else’s story.  

 It’s about that thing that will happen to us all; the unspoken, perhaps 
unacknowledged, fact that each one of us will confront in our own uniquely 

individual way. 

 It is a quiet look at the process of dying, written in a time when our 
society is obsessed with legislation; with corralling everything about life and 

death into the neat and orderly confines of the law. It will be a difficult tale to 

share; hence the build up of fear. 
 Liz and Penny will be leading the weekend workshops that follow on 

from the performance evening. I’ve never seen either of them in action, but 

even at this distance, I feel the life and energy that marks each unique  
one-woman performance radiating from their publicity material and reviews; 

hence the excitement. 

 We all have stories to tell; each and every one of us sees the world 
through a unique set of circumstances that influence our journey and our 

perception of who we are. 

 Each person is a unique version of a human being, together we make up 

humanity. 

 

Wednesday 10 February 2015 
  

Our performance evening (6th February) was somewhat different to our plans 

and expectations. Dramatically, Penny Pepper was taken ill after her get-in on 
Friday. She was admitted to hospital and consequently unable to be part of  
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the evening performance, or the Saturday workshop. I understand she is now 

home and wish her a speedy recovery. 

 The event went ahead with the 
presenter, Colin Hambrook, Penny’s producer 

Bethany and her cellist Jo, pulling together 

to give us a flavour of ‘Lost in Spaces’ – the 
performance we were missing. In spite of our 

worries about Penny the evening went ok 

and was well received by our audience. I am 
full of gratitude and admiration for the way 

the situation was managed – for Colin, 

Bethany and Jo’s spontaneous input. 
 After her great performance on Friday, 

Liz Porter took the Saturday workshop on 

her own and it was excellent. With a skilful 

blend of examples, games and story-telling 

practice, our time just flew by. The sense of 

energy and enthusiasm grew as we worked 
our way through the morning – learning, 

laughing, sharing and listening to Liz’s 

stories and her wonderful singing voice. 
 We came away with homework and the 

intriguing promise of more new ways to work 

with our creativity in the next Saturday 
workshop. 

 Rounding off the session with lunch, homemade soup in the Arts Centre 

Cafe, we were all in very good humour and full of admiration for Liz’s talent 
and professional skills. 

 
Tuesday 17 February 2015 

 

‘The best way to learn is when you are enjoying what you are doing so much 
you don’t notice how time flies.’ Einstein said that, and I’m utterly happy to 

repeat it after our second storytelling workshop with Liz Porter. Where did the 

day go? 
 The number of participants had grown since week one, but Liz was able 

to include and integrate them into the group without neglecting the 

development of those storytellers expecting more. 
 And Liz is one of those rare gifted people who really do relate to where 

you are in your practice and has that inner clarity of vision to encourage you 

to grow and to challenge 
yourself.  

 The morning passed with 

examples of Liz’s brilliant 
storytelling and games that 

stretched our imaginations as we 

got to know each other and our 
individual talents.  
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 Lunch, brought up from Salisbury Arts Centre Cafe, refreshed us all 
while we laughed and chatted our way through the break. 

 In the afternoon session we were given the opportunity for positively 

challenging and encouraging each other as we practiced our evolving skills – a 
process that helped us remember and assimilate what we were learning. It 

was also a great confidence booster. 

We have homework for our final session next Saturday; I believe we are all 
excited by our individual challenges and very much looking forward to it. 

 

By Gini 
 

 

The Workshops with Liz Porter 

 

Story Boarding – 'One Eyes, Two Eyes, Three Eyes’ 
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Telling personal stories with objects 
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Audience review 

 

Paul Wilshaw took a break from his Making Theatre course at Mind 

the Gap in Bradford to travel to Salisbury for the performance on 6 

February. Here’s what he made of the evening….. 
 

The Our Tales: Unveiled performance  took place in the White Room Studio at 

Salisbury Arts Centre and was a triple bill by Gini, Penny Pepper’s team and 
Liz Porter, compered by Disability Arts Online’s Editor, Colin Hambrook. 

 The first piece was performed by Gini, 

Lead Artist and Chair of LinkUpArts.  The work 
was called ‘Vinterblik’ and was on the subject 

of death. 

The programme says that the piece is a “quiet 

look at the process of dying, written in a time 

our society is obsessed with legislation; with 

corralling everything about life and death into 
the neat and tidy confines of the law.” 

 We find out about Gini’s mum and dad 

and about how they both died and her own 
personal stories about the people she loved. 

As an audience member, this comes over very 

strongly. I think this was the first time this 
piece was performed but it felt like it was still very raw for Gini, and as an 

audience member coming very close to an anniversary of a family member’s 

death, it felt very raw for me too.  
 I liked how Gini did not move around on stage as I think it would have 

distracted from what she was saying during the piece and it must have taken 

a lot of guts to talk about this subject. It told me a lot about two people who 
are unfortunately not with her, or in the world anymore, although I would 

have liked to have seen some pictures of them.  
 I would really like to see more of Gini’s work but maybe on a lighter 

topic next time! I would also be interested 

to see some of her visual work.  
 Next up was ‘Lost in Spaces’ by 

Penny Pepper. Unfortunately Penny was 

taken ill before the performance, but as 
they say, the show must go on! So, 

instead, Colin Hambrook talked to 

Bethany Pitts, director of the piece and 
cellist and composer Joanne Cox about the 

processes behind the production. We 

heard about Penny’s diaries that are a 
major part of ‘Lost in Spaces’ and saw her 

journal box.  

 
 



 8 

 

 They then showed us video footage of what Penny has been involved with 
and Colin performed the poem ‘Cripplegate Town’ while Joanne played, to give 

us a flavour of what the show would be like normally.  

 ‘Lost in Spaces’ is a piece I definitely hope I will get to see later on this 
year!  

 The last piece was a performance I enjoyed a lot! It was performed by 

Liz Porter and was called ‘Learning to See.’ 
“’Learning to see’ aims to weave strands of Liz Porter’s own life story as a 

partially sighted woman, in and around traditional stories and songs.” 

 The performance starts and I see the stage; five props are set on a 
table, a spinning top and a kaleidoscope catches my eye  - maybe that's 

because I remember having the same toys as a child. Straight away I felt a 

connection. It’s weird how two enamel objects can make you feel.  
 Liz is a good singer and I really liked 

the songs, especially the traditional song 

‘Bedlam Boys’ where she uses her stick as a 

percussion instrument and starts beating 

time. 

 My favourite part of the piece were the 
visuals.  I really liked the opening of the box 

that shows up on screen fairly early on, and 

the images really brought the piece 
together. 

 I really liked the story of her time at 

school and how it proved that people bully in 
Special Schools as well as in mainstream 

ones. I also enjoyed hearing about her time 

dating. 
‘Learning to See’ was entertaining and fun.  I was keen to see more, but as 

an extract, it was a very good beginning! 
 Overall, I really enjoyed my evening with LinkUpArts. It was a shame 

that the audience was fairly small, but very positive that Salisbury Art Centre 

does really try and push Disability Arts! 
 

By Paul Wilshaw 

 

 

What’s happeninG next? 

 

 As Penny wasn’t able to join us, we decided to invite Liz to lead the full 

workshop programme .So far due to illness and unforeseen circumstances we 
have only been able to hold two of our three scheduled workshops. We are 

hoping to re-arrange our final workshop with Liz and are also looking into a 

mini poetry programme with Penny. Dates are yet to be confirmed but watch 
this space! If you would like more information please email 

admin@linkuparts.org.uk .  

 

mailto:admin@linkuparts.org.uk
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LUA: coming up this year 

 
Homegrown 

 

After the success of our ‘Artificial Things’ exhibition and performance last 

year, LUA will be getting involved with Salisbury Arts Centre’s annual 

‘Homegrown’ event this Summer. 
 

The theme for Homegrown 2015 is ‘Worth Fighting For.’ We are starting to 

think about the form our contribution might take, and will be inviting our  
members and friends to take part. 

 

Watch this space for further news and get your thinking hats on!  

 

Do email us with any thoughts or suggestions at admin@linkuparts.org.uk.  

 
 

 
 

Helen Keller 

 

Helen Keller (1880 – 1968) was the first 
deaf/blind person to graduate with an 

honours degree, and go on to write, lecture 

and become a political activist. From an 
early age, she worked with her companion 

and friend, Anne Sullivan to learn language 

and devise a system by which to 
communicate.  

 

LUA are delighted to be working in 
collaboration with Persuasion Arts, JAM 

Management and Dorset storyteller Michele 

O’Brien who will be exploring the 
communication techniques used by Helen 

Keller and disabled people in Victorian 

England to create an outdoor performance.  
 

LUA will be involved with the research 
process, and are currently in discussion about possibly creating an exhibition. 

 

mailto:admin@linkuparts.org.uk
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WSUN presents Aspergers: a 

Minority Report  

 
WSUN would like to invite you to one of the three chances to see this 

theatrical intervention lifting the lid on what people with Aspergers think 
about us. We are dealing with this complex and contradictory issue with wit, 

charm and humour and we hope that audiences will leave the performance 

and facilitated discussion with a new take on how they interact with people on 
the spectrum. 

 

This pilot project gives the 98% of neuro-typical people the chance to see 
what they look like through the Aspergers lens. 
 

Treading the fine line between irreverence and relevance, this performance 

will be followed by a chance to discuss the themes raised within it. After 90 

minutes you may never see the world the same way again.  
 

Dates and times: 

 
You can see ‘Aspergers: A Minority Report’ at three venues during March 

2015: 

 
Monday 23rd March at 12pm       

The Pound, Pound Pill  

Corsham, SN13 9HX 
  

 
Tuesday 24th March at 4pm  

County Hall, Bythesea Road  

Trowbridge, BA14 8JN 
  

  

Friday 27th March at 3pm  
Salisbury Arts Centre  

Bedwin Street, Salisbury, SP1 3UT 

 
 

 

How to book: 
 

For more information or to book your place please phone 01380 871800 or 

email info.wsun@btconnect.com. Spaces are limited, so places will be 
allocated on a first come, first served basis – please respond by March 

16th. 
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Practice: Call for Artists 
          

This is an open call for practitioners to test new and innovative contemporary 
performance and dance work in front of a live audience. Practice will consist of up to 

four selected extracts of work in progress by solo performers and companies, with 
the potential for some of the works to be further developed and performed at ICIA 

University of Bath and Salisbury Arts Centre. 

 
The next Practice platform will take place at Salisbury Arts Centre on Friday 22 

July 2015. 

Practice creates a safe environment for an engaging exchange of views between 

artists and audiences. After the performances, there will be an informal discussion 
enabling you to receive feedback on the work and ask questions, opening up a 

genuine dialogue that will help develop the work further. This two-way 
communication is an integral part of the evening. So if you work with dance, if you 

work with theatre, if you’re a live artist, if you have an idea, if you have an 
experiment, why not test it at Practice?  

 
Practice aims to prioritise the work of professional and emerging professional theatre 

and dance practitioners and companies who are developing ideas with a view to 
producing full-length works that will tour regionally, nationally or internationally.  

Ideally this will be work that fits with Salisbury Arts Centre and/or ICIA University of 

Bath’s programming policies, which include devised, physical theatre, mask work 
and puppetry, dance, live art and contemporary practice, family performance, 

performance by and for people with disabilities, multimedia and multi artform work 
and outdoor and site specific performance. We are particularly keen to encourage 

applicants based in Wiltshire, Bath and the South West. 
 

There will be four Practice events each year. The event will be attended by 
producers from: 

o BAC (Battersea Arts Centre) 
o CEW (Creative Ecology Wiltshire – formerly TheatreWorks and Wiltshire 

Dancing) 
o Theatre Bristol and/or Activate Performing Arts (Dorset) 

 
If selected, you will: 

o Present between ten and fifteen minutes of performance material 

o Receive £100 performance fee plus a contribution towards expenses of £50 
o Showcase your work at an exciting live event at Salisbury Arts Centre on Friday 

22 July 
o Have the opportunity to engage in a creative dialogue, about your work and that 

of the other artists, with real audiences to help inform your process and practice 
o Meet other artists and companies presenting and develop potential future 

partnerships 
 

For an application form or further information, please visit 
www.salisburyartscentre.co.uk, email info@salisburyarts.co.uk or call 01722 

343020. 
 

Application deadline is Monday 8 June 
Successful applications will be invited to present at Practice by Monday 22 June 
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Oska bright film festival 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

The deadline is 30th April 2015 for entries. You can either enter your film 

online or by post.  

For more information visit http://www.carousel.org.uk/projects/oska-bright-

film-festival/ 

 

Freewheeling: immersed in 360° 

Internationally acclaimed artist Sue Austin curates new 

work, inviting you to become Immersed in 360°. This 

research exhibition features dance and performance on 
video by Kevin Clifford and Sue Austin, creating a fully 

immersive experience using Oculus VR headsets and 

projection onto stunning, ethereal installations. Help 

shape the future of 360º imaging by giving feedback on 

the different capture and display systems. 

 ‘360 Degrees – A New Angle on Access’ will 
harness the latest immersive 360° technology to create 

and exhibit powerful, innovative digital artworks for venue and home-based 

experiences. 
www.immersedin360.com 

 

http://www.carousel.org.uk/projects/oska-bright-film-festival/
http://www.carousel.org.uk/projects/oska-bright-film-festival/
http://www.immersedin360.com/
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Creative Recycle:  

FREE workshops 

 

 
Bring World War One to life  
at these inspiring and fun 

  

Free Workshops 
Creative Writing  & Art/Sculpture  

 
led by Angie Street & Charlotte Moreton 

 

FREE day of creativity for the whole family  
 

Amesbury Library 
 

Come and join us on  
 

Saturday 28 March 
 

10am  - 4pm  
With 1pm break for lunch (not supplied) 

 
Sessions starting on the hour 
Come to as many as you like 

 
All materials supplied 

 

Participants can explore the library resources including 

Wiltshire at War Community Stories 
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Artwork in this issue: 
 

Front cover: by Gini  
All other Photographs by Annabel Fox and Matthew Forkin 

Page 3: ‘Our Tales: Unveiled’ - Publicity design by Gini. Photographs by                

      Abigail Norris and Fiona Essex 
Page 4: Photograph 1: (from left to right) – Joanne Cox, Bethany Pitts & Colin     

      Hambrook 
      Photograph 2: Our: Tales Unveiled participants and LUA members (from      

      left to right) – Mary, Ken, Josie, Gilly, Hayley, Colin and Liz Porter 

Page 5:  Photograph 1: Liz with participants and LUA members Tam, Shaine    

      Peter and Deborah  
      Photograph 2: LUA member and participants Gini, Shaine, Peter, Deborah 

      and Liz 
       Photograph 3: Art work by participants 

Page 6:  Individual photographs of Mary, Shaine and Peter with their personal      
      objects 

Page 7:  Photograph 1: Gini - ‘Vinterblik’ 
      Photograph 2: Penny Pepper - ‘Lost In Spaces’ – Get in 

Page 8:  Photograph Liz Porter - ‘Learning to See’    

Page 9:  Photograph of Helen Keller 
Page 12: Poster for Creative Recycle Workshops 

Page 13: Photograph 1: OSKA Bright Film Festival Poster 
       Photograph 2: Film still from test shoot by Trish Wheatley 
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Café LUA 
 

March ……………………11th 2015 
April ……………………… 8th 2015 
 
 

Café LUA takes place every second Wednesday of the month 
(except August) at Salisbury Arts Centre from 2 – 4pm. We 
usually meet in the café area, but specific projects can mean we are in 
one of the work spaces, do ask at the Box Office if you are in any doubt. 
Café LUA is a social get together for artists with disabilities – an 
informal, open space for inspiration and discussion. However you are 
involved with or interested in the arts, do come along and meet us, find 
out about us, and about Disability Arts. We’d love to meet you and hear 
more about your arts practice or interests. 
Each month, as well as open discussion and networking, we focus on a 
particular topic or issue.  

Wednesday 11th March 
Join us to view the exhibition ‘By the Rules’. 
An exhibition of paintings and sculpture sparked by creative rules. 

Guy Bigland’s Solution Paintings are generated from set criteria which convert 

the numbers in a Sudoko puzzle into instructions for making paintings.  
See more at: http://www.salisburyartscentre.co.uk/whats-

on/Event.aspx?EventID=1207#sthash.lKiCfBwD.dpuf 

 
Wednesday 8th April 
Join us to view the exhibition ‘Paper’. 
An eclectic exhibition celebrating inventive uses of paper. 
Paper brings together artists who cut, crease, fold and otherwise 
manipulate paper in the making of their work.  
See more at: http://www.salisburyartscentre.co.uk/whats-
on/Event.aspx?EventID=1208#sthash.VzBTzfFX.dpuf  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

http://www.salisburyartscentre.co.uk/whats-on/Event.aspx?EventID=1208#sthash.VzBTzfFX.dpuf
http://www.salisburyartscentre.co.uk/whats-on/Event.aspx?EventID=1208#sthash.VzBTzfFX.dpuf
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At the heart of LinkUpArts: 

 

 
 

 
NEWSLETTER FORMATS 

You can receive this Newsletter in print form, 
it is available in bigger type and an audio cassette. You can also download it from 

salisburyartscentre.co.uk –> Resident Companies ->LinkUpArts 
 

 

 
 

 
 

creative direction 
Gini 

gini@linkuparts.org.uk  

 
 

Administration & Fundraising 
Tam Gilbert 

admin@linkuparts.org.uk  
 

LinkUpArts, Salisbury Arts Centre, 
Bedwin Street, Salisbury, SP1 3UT 
Arts Centre Enquiries: 01722 343 020 
 
LinkUpArts and Salisbury Arts Centre work together for the benefit of both 
organisations. LUA advises and consults with Salisbury Arts Centre on its Disability 

Arts programming and helps to promote the events. Salisbury Arts Centre gives LUA 
its home and provides marketing and administrative support. LUA is a strategic 

creative partner in Salisbury Arts Centre’s Creative Family. 
 

Registered office: Salisbury Arts Centre, Bedwin Street, Salisbury Wiltshire, SP1 3USt. Edmunds Arts 

Trust is a company limited by guarantee, trading as Salisbury Arts Centre. Registration no.1412263, 

incorporated in Wales, and a Registere d Charity no. 1023945 

 

 
For more information about the career artists 

in LUAN: linkupartistsnetwork@gmail.com  

mailto:gini@linkuparts.org.uk
mailto:admin@linkuparts.org.uk

